


Don't Forget Music
Music is the most influential art form in modern times.

 No other art form affects us like music. Imagine a world without 
music...it would be a somber world indeed. It would actually be a world without 
one of God’s creations, because God Made Music.
 Years ago, as a result of budget shortfalls, public schools began to 
eliminate elementary music education. The results of that cut have been dev-
astating. Most teenagers have never heard the stirring music of Beethoven, or 
Handel’s “Messiah,” or an opera, unless it happened to be part of a movie sound 
track. Many teens are hooked on one 
musical style only, rock music, and 
they have no appreciation of anything 
else.
 Sadly, Christian schools 
have mimicked public schools. Most 
Christian schools omit music educa-
tion, or at best they incorporate as 
an afterthought a program of singing 
called “music time.” Music time often 
has no definite goal or sequential skill 
development and therefore falls short 
of music education. If your school 
has “forgotten” music education, this 
booklet will help you understand 
the importance and components of a 
thorough music education program.

1.  Music Notation
The first and foremost component 

of music education is the
teaching of basic music notation.

 Music notation includes the 
notes, rests, and symbols that are the 
“language” of music. Children can 
enjoy music by listening to it, but 
greater enjoyment comes from per-
forming music. Students are better 
able to perform music when they have 
mastered the musical “language” that 
enables them to perform competently. 
Music notation is actually very inter-
esting to children, and they master it 
quickly when it is presented to them 
early and correctly. The God Made 
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Music series is written with the goal 
of presenting notation in an enjoyable 
format working from general to spe-
cific application. “General application 
to specific application” means that 
younger children master only gen-
eral knowledge about music symbols, 
whereas older children master specif-
ics. In the God Made Music 1 work-
book (for first graders), Winifred, 
the worm, lies “flat” to teach stu-
dents that the musical symbol called 
a “flat” lowers a pitch slightly. When 
Winifred is “raised up,” he indicates 
that a musical symbol called a “sharp” 
raises a pitch slightly. That is a gen-
eral application of the flat and sharp 
symbols. However, students using the 
God Made Music 5 workbook (for 
fifth graders) learn that a “flat” low-
ers a pitch exactly one-half step and 
that a “sharp” raises a pitch exactly 
one-half step. In addition, fifth grad-
ers learn the formation of a half step 
on the keyboard and learn how to 
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sing and recognize the interval of a 
half-step. By learning all of these con-
cepts, students in the fifth grade learn 
the specific application of the flat and 
sharp symbols. By working from the 
general to the specific throughout 
the God Made Music series, students 
master music notation on a grade-
appropriate level without becoming 
bored or overwhelmed.
 In addition to working from 
general to specific, students must 
work in an “enjoyable format.” That 
means workbook activities that chil-
dren will be eager to complete and 
activities that will allow them easy 
mastery of music concepts. In God 
Made Music 4, students master note 
and rest names and values by playing a 
game called “Fire Alarm.” The enjoy-
able game format makes it easy to 
master the note kinds and names.
 Music notation is the basic 
building block to performing and 
enjoying music and is the core of the 
God Made Music curriculum.

2.  Music Reading
Teaching students music notation 

has one goal only...
teaching students to read music.

 There is a misconception 
about “reading music.” When we 
think of second grade children read-
ing books, we automatically assume 
that second graders are reading on 
a second grade level. In other words, 
we assume a level of proficiency that 
is grade-related. Reading music is the 
same. Music reading is not an “either-
or” situation. Children who read 
music usually read music on a grade-
related or age-related proficiency 
level, and for that reason, it is best 
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Whole note and half note
live inside this shoe.

Quarter note, their friend,
lives there too.

When these note are tired,
it is often said

That they take a little rest
and climb up in their bed.
Quarter rest is “wormy”
when he takes a nap.

A nap that’s very short...
it only lasts 1 tap.

When half note takes a nap,
he looks just like a hat

For no longer than 2 taps,
and that takes care of that.

Whole rest hats turn upside down
to get the longest sleep.

For 4 whole taps you’ll never hear
a resting whole rest peep.

So cirlce all the rests
you find resting in this shoe:

Whole rests RED,
half rests GREEN,

and all the quarters BLUE.
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Indicate whether the distance between each interval of a 2nd below is a half step or whole step.Follow these instructions:
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Fire Truck blocked by heavy 
traffic.  Loose 5 points. Traffic clears.

Gain 5 points.

Arrive at wrong
address.

Loose 3 points.Loose 3 points.Loose 3 points.
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closed.

Go back 3 spaces.Go back 3 spaces.Go back 3 spaces.

Find
short cut.

Go ahead 3 spaces.Go ahead 3 spaces.Go ahead 3 spaces.Go ahead 3 spaces.Go ahead 3 spaces.

21. Arrive and put fire out.  Arrive and put fire out.  Gain 10 points.Gain 10 points.

Game 1
Score Box

Game 2
Score Box
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ALARM!
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to begin teaching music reading in the 
lower elementary grades. Obviously, 
first graders using God Made Music 
1 once a week are not going to master 
music reading skills. However, if they 
begin learning music reading skills 
in grade 1, they should have a basic 
foundation for music reading by the 
time they reach upper grade levels.
 How do you teach music 
reading? Teaching music notation 
does not guarantee that students will 
learn to read music. If you teach 
students all of the phonics rules 
needed for reading but never allow 
them to see a written sentence or 
read a story, they will never learn to 
read. Likewise, if you teach students 
music notation but never allow them 
to see those symbols in written music, 
your students will never learn to read 
music. In the logical progression of 
teaching a child to read music, seeing 
music notation in music is the natural 
“next step” after learning music nota-
tion. Therefore, if in your music class 
you are teaching students songs by 
rote exclusively, or if you are teach-
ing them music notation without 
allowing them to see music, those 
students will never learn to read 
music.
 In the God Made Music, we 
teach students a musical symbol or 
concept, then we allow them to “read” 
that symbol or concept by reading 
it in a piece of music. In God Made 
Music 1, first-graders learn a general 
interval concept that when written 
notes do not move up or down, they 
sound the “same” (as in the song “Old 
MacDonald”). When written notes 
“step” to the next line or space on the 
staff (as in “Butterfly”), they sound 
close together. When written notes 
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“leap” to other lines or spaces on the 
staff (as in “Karrie, The Kangaroo”) 
they sound farther apart. As students 
progress through the grade levels of 
God Made Music, they advance from 
the general observation of intervals 
“stepping, skipping, and leaping” to 
more specific interval reading and 
recognition. While singing “In My 
Merry Oldsmobile,” students locate 
and identify specific intervals of 
a 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 
octave to help them sharpen their 
music reading skills.
 Children must see music in 
order to read music, and they must 
see music that demonstrates con-
cepts that they are learning. God Made 
Music songs are not just randomly 
selected. They are carefully chosen to 
demonstrate concepts or composers 
being studied in a particular lesson. 
To master music reading, students 
must learn the music notation, then 
apply what they learned by reading 
written music. It is important for stu-
dents to see music if they are to read
music.

3.  American Heritage and 
Fun Songs

Some Christian educators feel that 
they should teach only sacred songs...

after all, this is a Christian school.
 What kind of music should 
Christian school children be singing...
classical, popular, sacred? Should a 
Christian school teach church his-
tory only, omitting American history 
because it is secular? America has 
a rich heritage of secular songs that 
give an insight into historical times. 
If you sing only sacred songs because 
“we are a Christian school,” your 
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The Erie Canal was a route over which manufactured goods could go west and raw materials could go east.

The Erie Canal helped
    New York City develop
        into a financial center.

The Erie Canal 
was 363 miles 

long, 40 feet wide, 
and 4 feet deep.

It took 8 yearsIt took 8 years
to build the
Erie Canal.

Cities along the
Erie Canal

prospered and grew.prospered and grew.

The barges 
on the canal 
were pulled 

along by 
mules.

Travel on the
Erie Canal was slow,
about one and a half miles
per hour.
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 songs are not just randomly 

selected. They are carefully chosen to 
demonstrate concepts or composers 

1.  When  Kar  -   rie     kan  -  ga  -  roo          hopped   a - round,           All      of      her2.   Now    all       her    chil -  dren    are             safe      in -  side;           They   nev  -  er

1
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3

4

5

6

Butterfl y
Words and music by Judy SwaimCopyright © 2004, 1993, 1983 by Praise Hymn, Inc.

Karrie, The Kangaroo
Words and music by Joe and Judy Swaim
Copyright © 2004, 1993, 1983 by Praise Hymn, Inc.

  keep  you     at    home   for      a      pet.          You’d  share  my   room   and     be  fl ow -  ers     or       in -  sects  that  creep?         I’m     not     so    sure   that      I

 hap - py    we      met,               I’ll        be     your    ver   -   y       best    friend. real -  ly should   keep            Some - thing    as     spe  -  cial      as       you.

     chil  -  dren    fell      out   on    the   ground.        She   sewed    a       but -  ton      in  -     fall      out    when    tak - ing     a       ride.           Kan  -  ga  -   roo     chil - dren   love

     side  her  pock- et,           So   when   she  hopped  she  could    al -  ways  lock  it.      ev -  ’ry    min - ute           In  -  side      a     pouch     if   they’re  but - toned   in    it. ��

“leap” to other lines or spaces on the 
staff (as in “Karrie, The Kangaroo”) 
they sound farther apart. As students 
progress through the grade levels of 

 they advance from 

God Made 
Butterfl y

Words and music by Judy SwaimCopyright © 2004, 1993, 1983 by Praise Hymn, Inc.

  keep  you     at    home   for      a      pet.          You’d  share  my   room   and     be
  keep  you     at    home   for      a      pet.          You’d  share  my   room   and     be  fl ow -  ers     or       in -  sects  that  creep?         I’m     not     so    sure   that      I
  fl ow -  ers     or       in -  sects  that  creep?         I’m     not     so    sure   that      I

 hap - py    we      met,               I’ll        be     your    ver   -   y       best    friend.
 hap - py    we      met,               I’ll        be     your    ver   -   y       best    friend. real -  ly should   keep            Some - thing    as     spe  -  cial      as       you.
 real -  ly should   keep            Some - thing    as     spe  -  cial      as       you.

               Here    a   chick,  there   a  chick,   Ev  -   ’ry -  where    a    chick,   chick.                               quack,                quack,              quack,  quack.                              gobble,               gobble,            gobble, gobble.                                oink,                   oink,                oink,     oink.                                moo,                   moo,                moo,    moo.

1.  But   -   ter  -   fl y,    But -  ter -   fl y,     caught  in    my     net,          I’d    like    to2.  But   -   ter  -   fl y,    But -  ter -   fl y,     where  will  you  sleep?        Do   you   eat 

Old  Mac-Don-ald had a farm,
Ee-igh, ee-igh, oh!

And on his farm he had some...

Chicks
Ducks Turkeys Pigs

Cows

1
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3 4
5

6
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students are receiving an incomplete 
education. Every child should learn 
historical songs such as “I’ve Been 
Working On The Railroad” (sung by 
workers building levees in the South 
and later adapted as a railroad work 
song) and “The Erie Canal” (about 
the waterway that helped make 
New York City a financial center). 
Christian education should never be 
so “sacred” that it omits important 
segments of our history.
 A b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f 
God Made Music series songs are 
American heritage songs such as “In 
My Merry Oldsmobile,” one of the 
first American songs used to promote 
a commercial product. The remain-
ing third are “concept songs” such 
as “Butterfly” and “Karrie The 
Kangaroo.” These concept songs 
have been written by the authors of 
the God Made Music series to dem-
onstrate music theory concepts in a 
more definitive way than what was 
available in the American heritage 
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students are receiving an incomplete 

6
Where 

Can I Sing?

In a tub

or on my bike,

In a car,
     or on a hike.

When
I’m fishing
at the lake,

Or when eating
chocolate cake,

In a plane high
off the ground

Standing up

or sitting
down.

My
Favorite

Spot

This is the day the Lord has made
...this new day God created.

I pray a prayer to start the day
...this new day God created.

 I will try hard
to do my best

...this new
day God
created.

I will be kind to
everyone

...this new dayGod created.

Flitting
’round

the flowers,
gathering

nectar
sweet,

Dressed
in lovely
colors...

reds and greens 
and blues;

Flutter
tiny birds
in search
of things
to eat.

Flying forward,
backward,

hovering if they choose.

As they
fly you’ll

hear a song
that has

no words:

Hummm...
Hum the hummingbirds!

�This Is The Day
Words by Joe Swaim

Copyright © 2004
by Praise Hymn, Inc.

Though you
listen carefully,
you will hear

no words:

Hummm...
Hum the hummingbirds!

Hummingbirds
Words and music by Judy Swaim
Copyright © 2004, 1993, 1983 by Praise Hymn, Inc.

to do my best
...this new

listen carefully,listen carefully,listen carefully,
you will hearyou will hearyou will hear

students are receiving an incomplete 
education. Every child should learn 
historical songs such as “I’ve Been 

students are receiving an incomplete 

...this new you will hearyou will hearyou will hear

On   top  of   my    piz - za______                 I      got   ex - tra  cheese,__

But  on my fi rst  bite  I______            let loose with a   sneeze.___

It fl ew out the window and high in the air,
And suddenly everyone started to stare.
    No body could tell if it were friend or foe,    Then somebody yelled out “It’s a UFO.”
        Policemen arrived with their blaring sirens,        And so did the army, air force and marines.            They shot down my pizza all covered with cheese,            But tiny cheese pieces blew off in the breeze.                They landed in Boston, Miami, LA,                My pizza lands someplace brand new every day.                    So when you eat pizza all covered with cheese,                    Please cover your mouth if you feel you might sneeze.

The sneeze was so strong that the pizza took fl ig
ht, it fl ew to the left then it fl ew to the right.

On Top Of My Pizza
Words by Joe Swaim
Copyright © 2006 by Praise Hymn, Inc.
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My Merry Oldsmobile,” one of the 
first American songs used to promote 
a commercial product. The remain-
ing third are “concept songs” such 

American heritage songs such as “In 
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In  1905  an  automobile  was  a  rare  sight  inAmerica.  When one would pass,  bystanderswould often yell,  “Get a horse!”  Ransom E.Olds,   owner   of   the   Olds   Motor   Works,decided   to   send   two   of   his   Oldsmobilemotorcars  on  a  cross-country  trip  to  raiseinterest  in  automobiling.  The  song  “In MyMerry Oldsmobile” was written to celebratethe journey.  The song (and the car) becameimmediately popular. General Motors
bought   the   Oldsmobile   and
adopted the song in the 1940’s
and 50’s as the official song for
Oldsmobile ads. At the time it was
discontinued in 2004, the Olds-
mobile had been in production

       107  years,  making  it  the
      longest running production
       car  in  America.  Over  35
       million  Oldsmobiles  were
sold. They were the first to use
chrome on their cars, and they
        were also the first to in-
  clude a speedometer, auto-
  matic   transmission,   airbag,
        and a GPS navigation
              system.

1_____1_____

7_____

2525

In  1905  an  automobile  was  a  rare  sight  inAmerica.  When one would pass,  bystanderswould often yell,  “Get a horse!”  Ransom E.Olds,   owner   of   the   Olds   Motor   Works,decided   to   send   two   of   his   Oldsmobilemotorcars  on  a  cross-country  trip  to  raiseinterest  in  automobiling.  The  song  “In MyMerry Oldsmobile” was written to celebratethe journey.  The song (and the car) became

       107  years,  making  it  the
      longest running production
       car  in  America.  Over  35
       million  Oldsmobiles  were
sold. They were the first to use
chrome on their cars, and they
        were also the first to in-
  clude a speedometer, auto-
  matic   transmission,   airbag,
        and a GPS navigation
              system.

6_____

5_____

4_____

3_____

2_____

In My Merry Oldsmobile         
         
         Words by Vincent Bryan                Music by Gus Edwards 

                Music by Gus Edwards 
                Music by Gus Edwards 1_____
                Music by Gus Edwards 1_____
                Music by Gus Edwards 
                Music by Gus Edwards 
                Music by Gus Edwards 
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song repertoire. The songs not only 
demonstrate concepts being learned, 
they also demonstrate sounds of 
instruments being studied.
 Also included in God Made 
Music are fun songs such as “On Top 
Of My Pizza,” and seasonal songs 
that students should know. For fun 
and variety, students in God Made 
Music 6 are asked to name song titles 
from picture clues in the grade 6 
Christmas lesson.
 American heritage and fun 
songs are an important part of a com-
prehensive music educa-
tion curriculum.

4.  Not That 
"Long-Haired" 

Stuff
We chose the “short-

haired” stuff!
 It’s true, not 
all classical music is 
immediately appreci-
ated or enjoyed. For that 
reason the God Made 
Music authors selected 
only classical music 
that will appeal to chil-
dren. We’ve chosen the 
“short-haired,” or best of the classics to include on our CD’s. Throughout the 
nine-year God Made Music curriculum, students will study in detail a variety of 
interesting classical selections. As students learn to appreciate these selections, 
they will broaden their listening tastes and develop an appreciation for the high-
est quality of music in style, form, and content.

5.  Composers and History of Music
Composers were interestingly “different.”

 Some famous composers were...well, “socially different.” For exam-
ple, Beethoven would sometimes laugh in ridicule at audience members who 
were overwhelmed by his compositions. Should members of the audience talk 
or fail to be attentive during his performances, he would walk off the stage 
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song repertoire. The songs not only 
demonstrate concepts being learned, 
they also demonstrate sounds of 

God Made 

A.  32
B. 700

C.Bach
D.Piano
E.Opera
F. Hoops

G.  1600’s
H. Swords
I.   Heaven

J.    24 days
K.   Oratorio

L. Great Bear
M.   Christmas
N. Water Music

O.   King George
P.     The Messiah

Q.    Became Blind
R.    Dublin, Ireland

S.    Barber-Surgeon
T.  Did Not Like Music

Handel HouseHandel House
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and refuse to continue. He was often 
poorly dressed, boisterously loud, and 
impulsive. If displeased with the ser-
vice or food at a restaurant, he might 
dump food on the waiter. He was so 
engrossed in his music that he would 
walk through the town singing and 
conducting, seemingly unaware of 
the other townspeople. Beethoven’s 
actions give students an unusual 
insight into the temperament of this 
great composer.

God Made Music presents 
composers in an interesting manner 
so that students will remember facts 
about the composer. For example: 
Haydn was buried without his head...
it was removed and examined to see if 
there was a clue as to why he was so 
musical. (His head was later reunit-
ed with the rest of him.) Mad King 
Ludwig built a castle in honor of 
Richard Wagner who is studied in the 
new God Made Classical Music. In 
the “Mind Bachling” lesson from God 
Made Music 5, students complete the 
13 exercises before studying any-
thing about Bach. First, they choose 
statements that they think are true 
about Bach. Then, from the teacher’s 
manual, the teacher describes the life 
of Bach, and students discover which 
answers were correct.
 Music history is also present-
ed in a very informative way. Students 
learn interesting facts about opera and 
the La Scala opera house in Italy. In a 
lesson entitled “Another Know (No) 
Music Day,” students learn surprising 
trivia about music, such as the larg-
est chorus in history totaled 60,000 
singers, and that opera tenor Placido 
Domingo once received 83 curtain 
calls to applause lasting 90 minutes! 
The study of composers’ lives and 
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 Music history is also present-
ed in a very informative way. Students 
learn interesting facts about opera and 
the La Scala opera house in Italy. In a 
lesson entitled “Another Know (No) 

Mind 
BACHling

8A.  Bach had 2 children.

8A.  Bach had 2 children.

8A.  Bach had 2 children.

8B.  Bach had 20 children.

8B.  Bach had 20 children.

6A.  Bach once drew
 his sw

ord and called an orchestra m
em

ber a “nanny-goat” bassoonist.

6A.  Bach once drew
 his sw

ord and called an orchestra m
em

ber a “nanny-goat” bassoonist.

6A.  Bach once drew
 his sw

ord and called an orchestra m
em

ber a “nanny-goat” bassoonist.

6B.  Bach once drew
 his baton and called an orchestra m

em
ber a “truly great” bassoonist.

6B.  Bach once drew
 his baton and called an orchestra m

em
ber a “truly great” bassoonist.

6B.  Bach once drew
 his baton and called an orchestra m

em
ber a “truly great” bassoonist.

7A.  Bach claim
ed that he wrote his m

usic “for the glory of God.”

7A.  Bach claim
ed that he wrote his m

usic “for the glory of God.”

7A.  Bach claim
ed that he wrote his m

usic “for the glory of God.”

7B.  Bach claim
ed that he wrote his m

usic “for fun.”

7B.  Bach claim
ed that he wrote his m

usic “for fun.”

7B.  Bach claim
ed that he wrote his m

usic “for fun.”

9A.  Bach died at age 45.

9A.  Bach died at age 45.

9B.  Bach died at age 65.

9B.  Bach died at age 65.
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it was removed and examined to see if 
there was a clue as to why he was so 
musical. (His head was later reunit-
ed with the rest of him.) Mad King 
Ludwig built a castle in honor of 

 Music history is also present-
BACHlingBACHling
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Built by King Ludwig II,
Neuschwanstein Castle was built
in Wagner’s honor, and many rooms
in the castle’s interior were inspired by Wagner’s characters.Photo by Jeff Wilcox

Wilhelm Richard Wagner was a German composer, philosopher, and writer. He is famous, in part, for his grandiose operas. The Ring of the Nibelung (usually called “The Ring”) are 4 operas based on medieval German mythology that take place over 4 nights with a total performance time of about 15 hours. Much of the music is over-dramatic, loud, boring, and, of course, long. Mark Twain once said, “I have been told that Richard Wagner’s music is better than it sounds.”
 Wagner was banned in Germany and spent 12 years in exile for supporting a failed uprising to unite Germany into one state. When allowed to return, Wagner struggled to get his music performed and stayed constantly in debt. Miraculously (at least Wagner thought so), he was invited by King Ludwig II of Bavaria to come to Munich. The young king, an great admirer of Wagner’s operas, offered to pay off Wagner’s debts and stage many of his operas, including “The Ring.” It had been almost 15 years since a Wagner opera had been performed. In Munich his operas were con-ducted by Hans von Bülow who was married to Cosima, the daughter of Franz Liszt. Soon Cosima divorced von Bülow and married Wagner. Cosima was 24 years younger than Wagner, and  Liszt disapproved of their relationship even though Liszt and Wagner were friends. Wagner wrote hundreds of books, poems, and articles. His essay, “Jewishness in Music” attacked Jew-ish composers Mendelssohn and Meyerbeer, and accused Jews of being a harmful element in German culture. Wagner stated that the German people had an “involuntary repellence” against Jews, and that Jewish “speech was intolerably jumbled blabber, incapable of expressing true passion [which] bars them from creating song or music.” Wagner argued that Jewish musicians were only capable of producing shallow music, and they composed music to achieve popularity and fi nancial success, as opposed to creating genuine works of art.  Wagner’s anti-Semitic views have caused his music to be boycotted by some Jews and Christians. What do you think? Should Wagner’s music be boycotted because of his Jewish beliefs? Write your opinion in the box on the right.

What about Wagner?

and refuse to continue. He was often 
poorly dressed, boisterously loud, and 
impulsive. If displeased with the ser-
vice or food at a restaurant, he might 
dump food on the waiter. He was so 

conducting, seemingly unaware of 

it was removed and examined to see if 

Wilhelm Richard Wagner was a German composer, philosopher, and writer. He is famous, in part, for his grandiose operas. The Ring of the Nibelung (usually called “The Ring”) are 4 operas based on medieval German mythology that take place over 4 nights with a total performance time of about 15 hours. Much of the music is over-dramatic, loud, boring, and, of course, long. Mark Twain once said, “I have been told that Richard Wagner’s music is better than it sounds.”
 Wagner was banned in Germany and spent 12 years in exile for supporting a failed uprising to unite Germany into one state. When allowed to return, Wagner struggled to get his music performed and stayed constantly in debt. Miraculously (at least Wagner thought so), he was invited by King Ludwig II of Bavaria 
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music history should be a very interesting and informative part of every music 
curriculum. The God Made Music series explores the interesting lives of com-
posers and music history.

6.  Instruments of the Orchestra
In the God Made Music series students study all of the

major band and orchestral instruments, piano, organ, and guitar.
 As students study the instruments, they listen to examples in classical 
music and song accompaniments on the compact discs. For example, in God 
Made Music 2, students study the largest (bassoon) and smallest (flute and pic-
colo) woodwind instruments, and they listen to examples of these instruments 
in the classical selection “Hall Of The Mountain King” from The Peer Gynt 
Suites by Grieg. They also study interesting facts about instruments, such as 
how Antonio Stradivari created the finest violins and cellos ever made, and how 
astoundingly valuable those instruments are today. 
 Students are encouraged to begin playing an instrument themselves 
beginning with the Flutophone in the third grade. The Flutophone is similar to 
a recorder, except the finger holes are raised to help third-graders completely 
cover the holes of the instrument, making it easier to play. Students move up 
to the baroque soprano recorder in God Made Music 4. These instruments give 
students a glimpse of what it would be like to play a musical instrument. In God 
Made Music 6, students are encouraged to join a band or take private music les-
sons. Performance is the ultimate musical experience emphasized in the God 
Made Music series, and what better way to enjoy music than to perform on one 
of the instruments that students have studied about in their workbooks. The God 
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music history should be a very interesting and informative part of every music 

Opera
 Pretend that you live in the year 1800. There are no televisions, movies, or recorded music. There is an elaborately decorated concert hall downtown. You can go there and hear dramatic music performed 

with singers in elaborate and color-
ful costumes accompanied by a live 
orchestsra. It is called OPERA, and 
it beats sitting at home in a dark, 
candle-lit house all night. 400 years 
later, people all around the world still 
attend opera.
 There are two things that you 
need to know about opera.
 First: There are two kinds of 
opera...comic opera and tragic opera. 
Comic opera is usually humorous 
and deals with light-hearted subjects 
and characters. Tragic opera is usu-
ally serious and ends with the main 
characters dying.
 Second: The parts that opera singers sing are a clue as to whether they are “good” characters or “bad” characters. Women with high voices (called “sopranos”) and men with high voices (called “tenors”) are usually “good” characters or heros. Women with lower voices (“mezzo sopranos” or “altos”) and men with lower voices (“baritones” or “basses”) are sometimes “bad” characters or villains.

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT LA SCALALa Scala in Milan, Italy became the most famous theater for opera. It was first opened in 1778. The main floor had no chairs. The audience watched the opera standing up. There were over 3,000 seats arranged in the boxes around the theater. La Scala was the main meeting place for the noble and wealthy citizens of Milan. La Scala was originally illuminated with over 1,000 oil lamps mounted around the theater. Several rooms were filled with hundreds of water buckets in case there was a fire from the oil lamps.
The oil lamps were replaced by gas 
lamps, then electric lights in 1883. In 
1943, during World War 2, La Scala was 
severely damaged by bombing. It was 
rebuilt and reopened on May 11, 1946. 
La Scala’s opera season traditionally 
opens on December 7, Saint Ambrose’s 
Day. All performances must end before 
midnight, so long operas start earlier 
in the evening. No one is allowed to 
enter after the performance has begun, 
and no exceptions are made, even for 
famous or wealthy people.

Now, let's hear some opera music!

40

with singers in elaborate and color-
ful costumes accompanied by a live 
orchestsra. It is called OPERA, and 
it beats sitting at home in a dark, 
candle-lit house all night. 400 years 
later, people all around the world still 
attend opera.
 There are two things that you 
need to know about opera.
 First: There are two kinds of 
opera...comic opera and tragic opera. 
Comic opera is usually humorous 
and deals with light-hearted subjects 
and characters. Tragic opera is usu-
ally serious and ends with the main 
characters dying.
 Second: The parts that opera 

music history should be a very interesting and informative part of every music music history should be a very interesting and informative part of every music 

  1.  Chord...
  2.  Cymbal...
  3.  Guitar...
  4.  Harmony...
  5.  Melody...
  6.  Music...
  7.  Notes...
  8.  Orchestra...
  9.  Rhythm...
10.  Symphony...

...Rhythmos.

...Symphonia.

...Orchestra.

...Neume.

...Mousike.

...Melodia.

...Kymbalon.

...Kithara.

...Harmonia.

...Chorde.

It’s Greek To Me!
The ancient Greeks were very musical.  It is amazinghow many of our modern musical terms come from Greece.Draw a line connecting the word to it’s Greek word or meaning.

Another Know (No) Music Day

The Merriest Top 10
Christmas Carols

Number them from 1 to 10
with 1 being the most popular 

Christmas carol...

____ “Deck The Halls”
____ “God Rest You Merry,
          Gentlemen”
____ “Hark, The Herald Angels
          Sing”
____ “Joy To The World”
____ “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
____ “O Little Town Of
          Bethlehem”
____ “Silent Night”
____ “The First Noel”
____ “The Twelve Days of
          Christmas”
____ “What Child Is This?”

Two Other Top
Christmas Songs

A man named Robert May
invented this Christmas animal in 
a little promotional booklet that 
he gave out to his department 
store customers.  Songwriter 

Johnny Marks wrote a song about 
this animal, and the singing cow-
boy, Gene Autry, made a record 
of Marks’ song.  Gene Autry’s 

record sold 17 million copies in 
one year.  Since then, over 100 
other professional singers have 

sung about this now famous 
Christmas creature.
What is his name?

__________________________

17 million is a lot of records, but 
the top selling Christmas song of 
all time, written by Irving Berlin 
in 1942, has sold 10 times that 
many records...a whopping 170 

million recorded copies!
Can you guess the name
of this Christmas song?

_________________________

Who Are We?

We are the oldest American musical organization.  We were 

established by an act of Congress.  We’ve played for every 

President except George Washington.  We have played at every 

presidential inauguration from Thomas Jefferson to now.  We 

are called “The President’s Own.”  We were there for Lincoln’s 

Gettysburg Address and Lincoln’s funeral.  We used to have to 

perform non-musical chores, but not anymore...now we just 

play.  We perform over 600 times a year.  There are men and 

women in our musical group.  Who are we?

Can
you

think of
a singer

who is also
a fish? 

No proper
names please!

Closest Guess Wins!
1.  The world’s largest marching band gathered in Los Angeles Dodgers stadium in 1985.  This is how many there were in the band...

2.  This Norwegian band marched the longest distance on record.  This is how many miles they marched...

3.  The largest chorus in history was assembled in Germany in 1937.  This is how many singers there were in the chorus...

4.  After tenor Placido Domingo’s performance in La Boheme in 1983, this is how many min-utes the audience clapped...

5.  Oh, and don’t forget the curtain calls.  This is how many times Domingo came out to bow to the audience...

What
organization

would you be a
member of

if you were a
member of the
SPEBSQS?
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Made Music series not only encour-
ages instrumental performance but 
actually prepares students to perform 
by giving them a sound foundation of 
notation, music reading, and apprecia-
tion.

Conclusion
Your students deserve
a music curriculum.

 The God Made Music 
series has it all...music notation to 
help develop music reading skills, 
American heritage and fun songs, 
sacred songs, classical music appre-
ciation, famous composer studies, 
music history, and instrument studies. 
Students who complete the God Made 
Music series have an excellent musi-
cal background to build on in perfor-
mance and appreciation.
 The God Made Music series 
is very easy to teach even if you have 
no background in music. Our “self-
teaching” manuals are worded in the 
exact terminology that you would 
use to teach students. Praise Hymn, 
Inc. provides all of the recordings 
and aids that you need to teach this 
course.
 Music education is impor-
tant to every student, and we hope 
you will make plans to include it as 
a part of your educational curriculum. 
For your students’ sake, don’t forget 
music education!
 If you have any questions 
regarding the God Made Music series, 
please call us toll-free at 1-800-729-
2821. We will be happy to answer any 
of your questions. 
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 series not only encour-
ages instrumental performance but 
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by giving them a sound foundation of 
notation, music reading, and apprecia-
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God Made 
 series have an excellent musi-

cal background to build on in perfor-

 series 

music history, and instrument studies. 

 Antonio Stradivari was born in 1644. At age 22, he began making his first violins. Stradivari lived to be 93 years 
old, and during his lifetime, he made over 1,100 violins, harps, guitars, violas, and cellos.  About 650 of his instruments 
are still in existence today. Stradivari's instruments are regarded as among the finest instruments ever created. They 
are highly prized and still played by professionals today. His instruments even have names. Famous cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
owns the "Davidov Strad" cello, and the great violinist Itzhak Perlman owns the "Soil Strad" violin of 1714, considered 
to be one of the finest of all Strads. One of Stradivari's violins (named the "Lady Tennant Violin") sold in New York for 
$2,500,000...that is two and a half million dollars! Stradivari set the standard for violin construction. He studied and experimented until he come up with the per-
fect shape, size, and position of parts. But his secret, which is still unknown to this day, was his varnish. Varying from 
orange to red in color, Stradivari's varnish contributed to the beautiful sound of the instrument. The two largest collections of Stradivari instruments, consisting of 2 violins, 2 cellos, and a viola, belong to the 
King of Spain. The U.S. Library of Congress’ owns 3 violins, a viola, and a cello.
Write the meaning of the following numbers.

22 -

93 -

650 -

1100 -

1644 -

2,500,000 -

This Stradivarius violin
is from the collection of the King of Spainand is on display at the Music Museum

at the former Royal Palace in Madrid.Guess how much money this violin is worth....

Antonio Stradivari 
experimenting with 
the construction of 
a violin.10

a part of your educational curriculum. 
For your students’ sake, don’t forget 

 If you have any questions 

a part of your educational curriculum. 

93 -

650 -

1100 -

1644 -

2,500,000 - Antonio Stradivari 
experimenting with 
the construction of 
a violin.10

1.
I am made
from silver

or gold
colored metal.

2.
I am the
smaller

woodwind
instrument.

3.
I am usually

made from wood.

5.
I need more air
than any other

instrument. 8.
To play me,
you must
blow air

across a hole.

4.
My mouthpiece is made

of 2 pieces of wood
like thin ice cream sticks.

6.
I play notes

in the bass clef.

7.
I play notes

in the treble clef.

9.
My name is

FLUTE.

10.
My name is
BASSOON.��
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Our Offer
We know that as a school, you may have already invested great expense in 
music teacher’s manuals and recordings. If you are interested in changing to 
our God Made Music curriculum, we will allow you to trade in at no charge
your old manuals and recordings from other publishers for our new manuals 
and recordings. This offer is available for schools only, not home schools, and is 
subject to a minimum purchase of student books. Please call us for details.

We invite you to order “on approval” copies of God Made Music for your 
school to review. Of course, you are under no obligation to purchase anything 
ordered “on approval.”

Praise Hymn Inc.
Post Office Box 1325

Taylors, South Carolina 29687
Toll-free telephone number: 1-800-729-2821
Visit our web site www.PraiseHymnInc.com

to see sample student and teacher’s manual pages.

Compare!
God Made Music sells for a fraction of the cost of other music education cur-
ricula. And if you purchase a minimum of 15 student workbooks for any one 
grade, you will receive the teacher's manual and compact discs for that grade 
at HALF PRICE. Purchase a minimum of 25 student workbooks for any one 
grade and receive the teacher's manual and compact discs for that grade FREE!

Our OfferOur Offer
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TORPEDO
Game Rules

1. Torpedo is a game for 2 to 10 players.
2. On a separate piece of paper, mark the location    of your submarine and hide the information    from other players.
    Example: "My location is treble B, Bass D."3. When it is your turn, say the location
    where you want your torpedo to hit.
         Example: "Treble A, bass E."
    Draw a small "O" at that location.
4. You are eliminated from play when
    your submarine is hit by another player.
5. To win, you must locate and sink all other    submarines.

SPACE TAC TOE
Game Rules

1. Space Tac Toe is a game for 2 people, and it is    played like Tic-Tac-Toe using "X's" and "O's."2. Call the location where you intend to mark your    "X" or "O."
Example: "Treble clef C, bass clef E." 3. A miscall results if you place an "X" or "O"         somewhere other than where called.             Your turn is forfeited.

             4. To win, you must place 3 of your                 symbols in a row vertically, horizonally,                     or diagonally.

?

&
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1. Torpedo is a game for 2 to 10 players.
2. On a separate piece of paper, mark the location    of your submarine and hide the information    from other players.
    Example: "My location is treble B, Bass D."3. When it is your turn, say the location
    where you want your torpedo to hit.
         Example: "Treble A, bass E."
    Draw a small "O" at that location.
4. You are eliminated from play when
    your submarine is hit by another player.
5. To win, you must locate and sink all other    submarines.
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